
 

 

APRIL to MAY 2020 
 

Diary of Events 
 

Date Event 
April 14th Village Supper Club – The Woodman, Nuthampstead – 7.30pm.   Please 

book 
April 18th  Annual Quiz at Meesden Village Hall time TBA 
April 14th Meesden Village Hall Committee meeting – Village hall 7pm for 7.30pm 

start 
April 16th  Brent Pelham and Meesden Parish Council meeting – Brent Pelham Village 

Hall 7.30pm 
April 17th Anstey Pop-up Film & Social Club – Village Hall 7.30 for 8pm 
April 23rd Hormead Garden Club – Members Open Garden - by kind invitation of 

Sarah Hopkins, Great Hormead Bury SG9 0NH. Garden open from 
6.30pm. Great Hormead Bury is next to St Nicholas’ Church in Great 
Hormead. Parking will be available, please enter from the entrance next to 
the Church. Prosecco and nibbles will be for sale and profits will go to the 
charity of Sarah’s choice ‘Breast cancer Now’  

April 24th  Shonkes’ Supper - Brent Pelham Village Hall – Not to be missed! As seen 
on TV https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5Eu62m9-ALI  
 

April 25th   Quiz night at Anstey Village Hall 7pm for 7.30pm start 
April 30th  Supper Club at Black Horse, Brent Pelham. Please book. 
May 6th  Fashion Show in Gt. Hormead Church - "Mandy's Heaven" - 7pm 
May 14th  Hormead Garden Club - Hormead Village Hall 8pm  - ‘Biodynamic 

Gardening’- Odilia Kirst, sometimes described as ‘organic plus’, the 
biodynamic approach is both down to earth and spiritual. It places a 
greater emphasis on utilising natural forces - tuning into Nature’s rhythms, 
which in turn cultivates a deepening, more harmonious connection with 
Nature and your garden. 

May 12th 
 

Village Supper Club – The Woodman, Nuthampstead – 7.30pm.   Please 
book 

Mat 12th  Brent Pelham AGM – Village hall 7.30pm 
May 15th  Anstey Pop-up Film & Social Club – Village Hall 7.30 for 8pm 
May 16th  Rogation Walk round the benefice, starting at Little Hormead church at 

9.30 am 
May 28th  Supper Club at Black Horse, Brent Pelham. Please book. 
July 9th  Brent Pelham and Meesden Parish Council meeting – Meesden Village Hall 

7.30pm 
Aug 23rd  Herts and Essex Country Fair Brent Pelham 

  

Editors: John and Patricia Hamilton, Red Stack, Anstey, Herts. SG9 0BN 
Tel. 01763 848536 jhamilton.redstack@hotmail.com   

 
Please send in your own news to: Jackie Godfrey on 01763 848732 or rjmo2@btinternet.com  PLEASE 

NOTE NEW ADDRESS (for Anstey) ; Martin Hugi brentpelhamnewsletter@protonmail.com (for Brent 
Pelham): Margaret Beach on 01279 777195 or mothbeach27@gmail.com (Meesden), -  

 Or, for last minute material, direct to the editors. 

The next deadline is 15th May 2020 

 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5Eu62m9-ALI
mailto:jhamilton.redstack@hotmail.com
mailto:rjmo2@btinternet.com
mailto:brentpelhamnewsletter@protonmail.com
mailto:mothbeach27@gmail.com


 
 
Important Notice about the Editorship of this newsletter. John and Patricia Hamilton have decided to give up being 
editors and distributors of this newsletter. They have done it now from August 2007 to date (Patricia also did it on her own 
from 1975 t0 1990!) and with John approaching his 80th birthday in January 2021 they reckon that the time has come for 
some fresh blood. 
The tasks they carry out are threefold: - A. The collation of incoming material, setting it out ready for printing, taking the copy 
to and collecting it from the printers, and then delivering the printed copies with the Church News and any inserts to the three 
main distributors, (one for Anstey one for BP and one for Meesden) -the Editors’ role. B Acting as the Anstey main distributor 
and dividing the printed copies up and delivering them to the sub-distributors, (the Distributor’s role). C. Acting as one of the 
Anstey sub-distributors and taking round the copies to 19 houses. 
John is prepared to continue in role C, but A and B need to be taken over, either together or separately. The person or persons 
taking over will be fully guided by John and Patricia into the roles, role A, the Editors’ role, requiring a working knowledge of 
Word, but role B, the Distributor’s role, needing no computer skills. 

Volunteers forward please!!! John and Patricia WILL give up at the end of this 

year, so their last edition will be December 2020/January 2021. This is not negotiable for 
extension, so if the newsletter is to continue into 2021 and beyond, replacements need to have 
been found in the next few months.  
 
The Countryside and Rights of Way team at Herts Council have recently inspected many of our footpaths and have 
subsequently repaired some damaged bridges and resurfaced some of the well-trod paths. If you spot anything that needs 
urgent attention, please go the Council’s website at https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/services/highways-roads-and-
pavements/report-a-problem/report-a-highway-fault/public-rights-of-way/public-rights-of-way.aspx where there is a link for 
fault reporting,  or email nicholas.maddex@hertfordshire.gov.uk with detail of the problem and their team will make any 
necessary repairs. This website can also be used to report fly-tipping. A  map of all our footpaths and rights of way can be 
found online at http://webmaps.hertfordshire.gov.uk/row/row.htm?layers=[1:0,1,2,3,4]   

 
Have you connected to BT Fibre yet? There seems to be a vast difference in what BT are charging their existing 
customers for Broadband. (Other suppliers are available). BT are advertising 50 Gb/s broadband for £27.99 per month, but 
some people are quoted much more than this when they call BT to get connected. When pushed, BT seem happy to connect 
you to fibre at the same cost as you are paying for your copper connection. In many cases this is just £22.99 for phone and 
broadband connection. Don’t get overcharged if you switch.   - Ken Newstead. 
 
Mandy's Heaven Fashion Show!  In Gt. Hormead Church at 7pm on May 6th.  Spring/Summer collection of ladies' and 
teenage wear, plus a great selection of accessories. Entry £10 to include a glass of wine. 
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Our District Councillor has asked if we could make a regular brief note in our newsletter of the Community Bus service 
to/from Buntingford which apparently is seldom used by our villages and our routes are danger of being scrapped. The service 
to Buntingford operates as follows: Tuesday: Wyddial – Anstey – Meesden. Thursday: Brent Pelham – Hormead – Hare St.  

 
GOOD NEIGHBOURS SCHEME – If you need a lift to a hospital, or doctor’s surgery, or other medical destinations just 
give us a ring on 01763 848536.  Please note that this will not include lifts to be tested for the Coronavirus, as this would 
put the driver at grave risk. Please note also that the Good Neighbours Scheme simply doesn’t have the manpower to 
undertake routine shopping trips for those quarantined or self-quarantined. Such manpower as we have is also mainly of an 
age that is at high risk anyway. Ideally quarantined people should rely for shopping on delivery services and/or immediate 
neighbours/family. However other local initiatives are being prepared.  Please see the Anstey flyer if you live in Anstey, and 
the Brent Pelham news later in this edition. Others will no doubt soon follow. Please read the advice in the Church News 
section, and the communications that will come from our local messaging services. 
 
There are two local Supper Clubs. On the second Tuesday of each month one is held at The Woodman, Nuthampstead at 
7.30pm (please book on 01763 848328).   This now features a SET MENU of two or three courses with a choice of three for 
each course and your choice as to having two or three courses.  Then on the last Thursday of each month it is the turn of the 
Black Horse, Brent Pelham, (pre booking only) 01279 778925. 
 
Garden & DIY Equipment A reminder that we have equipment that is available for people to borrow. For full details of the 
equipment visit https://www.brentpelham-meesden-pc.org/ and check out the Loan DIY Equipment tab. Please do let us 
know if you have equipment that we can add to this list. 
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St George’s Church was packed on the 9th March for the 
funeral, taken by the Revd James Sawyer and the Revd Kate 
Peacock, of Sian Andrianaivoravelona (nee Neale), 
who sadly died in February 2020 at the tragically early age 
of 30 after a long battle with cancer. Our heartfelt 
condolences to her husband Lova, her parents Alan and 
Sharon and sister Cara, and all family members and 
friends.  
 
Many people have commented on the daffodils all about 
the roadsides in Anstey this year. Well done indeed 
Wendy Hillier, who was the instigator of the planting. The 
flowers really look splendid. Thank s also to the Parish 
Council for making it possible, and to all those who helped 
with the planting of the bulbs.  
 
CASTLE COTTAGES – THE CENTENARY YEAR! The 
six Castle Cottages in Anstey were built in 1920, as passers-
by can readily see from the date plaques proudly placed 
between each pair of houses. In 2018 the Conservation Area 
Appraisal report opined that ‘these early C20th properties 
have sufficient architectural and historic value to be 
protected and retained,’ before moving swiftly on. Now, with 
the centenary of their construction upon us, it’s time to tell 
their story in more detail. 
The First World War came to an end on 11 November 1918. 
The following day the prime minister, David Lloyd George, 
called a general election and promised ‘habitations fit for 
the heroes who have won the war.’ This pledge –abbreviated 
by the press to ‘homes fit for heroes’ – marked the start of a 
government-led, nationwide system of council housing that 
lasted for most of the 20th century. The pledge was not 
merely an act of gratitude to working class people for their 
efforts throughout the war - it was, in the government’s 
view, an urgent response to the rising tide of social unrest 
sweeping the land. During 1919 2.4 million British workers 
were involved in strike action – more than in Germany, 
widely regarded as the likeliest home of the next Communist 
revolution. How was a mass army to be induced to return 
peaceably to a civilian life in which the realities – poverty, 
unemployment, bad living conditions – were so 

unattractive? Parliament resolved that a nation-wide 
housing campaign was ‘a necessary insurance against 
Bolshevism and revolution.’ 
Once the Housing Act of July 1919 was passed local 
authorities were charged with building working-class 
housing in their areas, and to make sure they did so a system 
of open-ended Treasury grants was introduced to cover their 
losses. Following the recommendations of the Tudor Walters 
report, which was heavily influenced by the Garden City 
movement, these were not to be terraced houses packed into 
streets on narrow plots, but low-density garden suburbs 
where generously proportioned houses (with parlours and 
bathrooms, no less) were set in large gardens – something 
very different from the typical working-class housing of the 
time. In rural areas such as Anstey the plot sizes were 
considerably larger, to promote a degree of self-sufficiency. 
There was an acute shortage of building materials after the 
war, particularly bricks and timber, so innovative 
alternatives needed to be found. Drawing on the experience 
of emergency housebuilding by the Ministry of Munitions 
during the war, and following various experiments, concrete 
was used here in place of timber for floors, and rendered 
breeze blocks instead of bricks for the walls. ‘Simplification 
and standardisation’ became the Ministry catch-phrase, 
though the condition of the transport system made it 
essential that local materials were used wherever possible. 
This meant the use of tiles rather than slates in south east 
England, which posed a particular challenge regarding roof 
design. Being more porous than slate, tiles had to be laid at a 
steeper pitch - 45 degrees was the minimum specified by 
Whitehall for tiles, as against 27 degrees for slates. However, 
this could lead to a roof of considerable height, creating a 
large unused roof space and expensive additions to end 
walls, party walls and chimneys. One solution, as used in 
Anstey, was to put the first floor rooms into the roof, lower 
the eaves-line and break it, where necessary with dormers. 
Thus, a feature widely exploited in pre-war middle-class 
garden cities (such as Letchworth and Hampstead Garden 
Suburb) for aesthetic and visual effect was now endorsed by 
cash-strapped government ministers for reasons of economy. 
Half a million ‘homes fit for heroes’ were originally 
promised, to be built within three years. In the event, 
213,000 were completed under the Act’s provisions and the 
scheme was axed in 1921 as the economy slumped and the 
political crisis faded. Some local authorities continued to 
build housing in garden suburbs, following the principles set 
out in the Tudor Walters report and often using the sites 
originally acquired in 1918-20, but by the 1930s the Ministry 
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was demanding a reversion to pre-war housing standards, 
with higher densities and fewer amenities. The bright new 
dawn had faded. All the more reason to celebrate that 
wonderful first-flush of idealism that produced, among 
other things, Anstey’s Castle Cottages. Cheers! David Oxley, 
2 Castle Cottages  

 
“Hi Folks, I own the field opposite Anstey Hall (where the 
noisy little Secma Qpods go to play in July) and I just 
wanted to let you know that I hope to have the boundary 
between my field and the large one cultivated by Cokenach 
beyond it planted with mixed native hedging and trees.  I 
hope this will have been done by the time you read this, and 
my concern is that I don't want the plants damaged 
although they will be staked and protected. Therefore could 
animals be kept away from the boundary please while the 
plants get established.  Could you please pass this message 
on to the deer too!” 
Mary Cayford 07747-755017 marycayford@hotmail.com  
 
Anstey Chapel News. Ladies and Gentlemen.  It is 
with the greatest of pleasure that Anstey Chapel announce 
the return of our Saturday Worship Evening starting in 
April. 2hrs of Live Gospel Music, traditional and modern led 
by some of the best musicians around. 
Saturday 18th April, 2020 .... 7pm-9pm....Nadia Dyett and 
Band, from Bedmond. 
Saturday 16th May 2020.....7pm-9pm.....Iain Leggett & 
support, from Royston. 
More good news: We have had to supply extra tables and 
chairs for our ever-popular Soup Lunch @ The Chapel. 
It will be our pleasure to serve you on a Tuesday Lunch-
Time with our very own home made vegetable soup served 
with a choice of rustic or plain bread rolls, various cakes, 
teas, coffees, soft drinks, a smile and a laugh. There is plenty 
of room for children who are very welcome to play and be 
part of us. It’s great to meet and chat over lunch. Bring a 
friend and please DON’T LET LACK OF TRANSPORT 
STOP YOU:-  we’d be more than happy to provide you with 
a lift there and back. 31st March is our next Lunch. 
Thereafter it will be the 1st & 3rd Tuesday of every month. 
Come, Taste and See. 
Ecumenical Morning Prayer 7am-8am ... 1st Friday of 
every month at The Chapel. It is wonderful to see more and 
more Christian churches are being represented as the 
months go by.  It’s so good to pray with others. There is 
POWER in prayer.  Come for 10minutes or the full hour. 
Anstey Chapel Sunday Services.......10.30am. Sunday 
School....11am.  (No Sunday Service on the 3rd Sunday of 
every month). We have communion 1st Sunday of every 
month. Refreshments served afterwards. 
 
Jan Pledger asks: - Can you spare any old small 
flowerpots of 1 and 1 .5 litres please? They can be dropped in 
my front garden or I can collect. Many thanks! 
 
Village Link. Although we have had to close, we have 
received three thankyou letters from The Alzheimer’s 
Society, Cancer Research UK, and The British Heart 
Foundation for our donations of the remaining funds in the 
Village Link kitty. 
 
NEWS FROM ANSTEY VILLAGE HALL 
QUIZ NIGHT! The annual Village Hall fundraising quiz will 
take place on Saturday 25th April, with quizmaster Edward 
Burton once again testing those little grey cells. Tickets are 
£10, pay on the night, which includes a ploughman’s supper. 
There will, as usual, be a licensed bar - and a raffle. Contact 
Colin Smith (colingsmith@gmail.com / 01763 849949) or 

Dave Oxley (oxleydj@yahoo.co.uk / 01763 848584) to 
reserve your table, or just come along on the night and join 
one. Please note that doors will open at 7.00pm for a 7.30 
start. 
ANSTEY POP-UP FILM AND SOCIAL CLUB. On Friday 28th 
Feb we showed Downton Abbey and on Friday 27th March we 
showed Rocketman, the Elton John biopic. Our next two 
films will be shown on Friday 17th April and Friday 15th May - 
doors open 7.30pm, film starts at 8.oo. All members should 
receive an email flyer in advance, with details of the next film 
to be shown. If you don’t receive one, or would like to 
become a member, please contact Colin or Dave – details as 
above. Non-members are welcome to join us on the night, as 
a guest (for £3) or to sign up as a member. We have shown 
30 Blu-ray films to date, all of which can be borrowed from 
our archive by any of our members. Please email 
oxleydj@yahoo.co.uk if you wish to see the full list. 
EXERCISE CLASSES. All classes are pay-as-you-go, with no 
upfront fees. New members, of any age and ability, are 
always welcome and the first ‘taster’ session is free. Text 
Dave Oxley on 07802 733398, or email oxleydj@yahoo.co.uk  
for more information.  
Tuesday 
Yoga   5.15pm – 6.15pm  £4.00 
per session 
Table Tennis  7.30pm – 8.30pm £3.00 
Wednesday   
Table Tennis  9.30am – 11.00am £3.00  
Carpet Bowls  7.30pm – 9.30pm  £2.50 
Thursday 
Yoga   9.45am – 10.45am  £4.00 
The village hall committee will obviously follow government 
guidance concerning the Coronavirus and, should we need to 
postpone or cancel events or classes, we will publicise this 
through email and via the two online village newsletters. 
SUPPORTING THE HALL WITH THE EAST HERTS 
LOTTERY. Many thanks to all those who have been 
supporting the Village Hall by buying lottery tickets.  East 
Herts Lottery is a weekly online lottery, where 60% of all 
funds raised go to good causes that benefit local 
communities in East Herts. Each ticket costs £1 per week, 
and 50p of that goes directly to your nominated cause – in 
our case, The Village Hall. The odds of winning any prize are 
50:1 and the top prize (matching 6 numbers in a row) is 
£25,000! For more information go to 
www.easthertslottery.co.uk . If you are keen to support 
Anstey Village Hall by playing the East Herts Lottery please 
go to www.ansteyvillage.co.uk/hall  to sign up. Thank you. 
HIRING THE HALL. To book Anstey Village Hall for a 
private function, or to hire any tables, chairs or equipment, 
please contact Ruth Hart on 01763 849724 or email 
ruth.hart9@btinternet.com 
ANSTEY DEFIBRILLATOR. A reminder that the Anstey 
defibrillator is located outside The Blind Fiddler, just to the 
left of the entrance porch. The code to open the cabinet is 
3456.   
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Brent Pelham & Meesden Parish Council – Thurs 9th 
Jan 2020 A general item from the minutes from the Parish 
Council meeting – Full minutes can be found at 
https://www.brentpelham-meesden-pc.org/minutes-from-
council-meetings/  
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Highways After discussion with residents a LED Speed 
sign is not wanted in Brent Pelham, and subsequently the 
Parish Council do not need to make any application in this 
respect. Following a meeting with the Highways Safety 
Officer concerning issues with HGV’s using unauthorised 
roads and damaging the verges on our lanes, it has been 
confirmed that Highways will not be providing any 
additional signage for the road outside Church Cottage, but 
the use of Bell shaped restrictors is approved, provided they 
are fitted on private property.  
Whilst many carriers are believed to observe the license 
restrictions imposed by Highways on HGV traffic, it was 
suggested that Councillors are free to contact carriers to 
check their license restrictions if they believe this is being 
abused. Furthermore, Cllr Jeff Jones confirmed that drains 
in Laundry Hill Brent Pelham had not yet be cleared as this 
work required full road closure. The Parish Councillors 
objected to the need for full road closure citing a recent 
notification that the road from Meesden to Brent Pelham 
would be closed for the replacement of a water Stop Cock 
and the inevitable destruction of even more of our verges. 
The impact of unnecessary road closures is unacceptable 
and damaging to residents, businesses and our countryside. 
Cllr Jeff Jones was asked to insist that the Highways team 
use traffic lights wherever possible for all future work. 
  
A spate of thefts From late January / early February there 
has been a spate of thefts in and around the village. Sheds, 
garages and outbuildings have been broken into, or 
attempted to be broken into. Some houses have also been 
broken into when occupants were out, and the thieves have 
taken high-value, small and sentimental items and cash. It 
has now come to light that eight other properties have been 
'visited'.  The thieves mainly visited gardens, outbuildings or 
garages with varying success.  In one incident a brand-new 
ride-on mower was stolen raising the question of insider 
knowledge.  A question that has been raised again by the 
fact that the occupants of both houses, that were broken 
into, were out for the evening. [Please see further on this in 
Meesden News] 
 
Storm damage to Brent Pelham church roof The 
recent storms have caused some damage to the church roof 
and some of the tiles have been lost, with more some loose. 
As a safety precaution, could any non-essential visits to the 
Church yard be avoided, in case of more falling tiles. 
 
Coronavirus 
With the Coronavirus looming over us all - if there is anyone 
in the Village and/or the surrounding Villages, that needs 
help with shopping, pet care, errands etc, please let us know.  
Lots of lovely kind people have already offered their help 
following a Facebook post.  You can email 
frasermurray@me.com call or text - 01279 777279 /07973 
412207.  If you need help, no matter how small please ask. 
We don’t want anyone to feel alone or isolated. 
Sam & Fraser Murray 
 
Future newsletter items – The newsletter relies on as 
many people sending in items, please do send in anything 
that you’d like to share…photos, interesting anecdotes about 
life in our village, messages of thanks for people, concerns 
or just to say hello! Perhaps after attending one of our 
village events, or a church service, think about a short write-
up to share with others that weren’t able to make it and if, 
and when, welcoming new people to the village see if they 
would be happy to share some details. Email to 
brentpelhamnewsletter@protonmail.com 
 
 

Nature Notes: 
Early Spring Spot – Coltsfoot Flowering 

Keep an eye out 
for the lovely 
Coltsfoot. It 
flowers before 
the leaves 
appear and is 
easy to miss 
(well, apart 
from its vibrant 
yellow). The 
leaves are 
rather fun when 
they do appear, 
but even easier 
to overlook.  
Pure joy 
appearing to 
lighten the days 
towards the 

earliest spring equinox since 1896 at 03.49am on 20 March. 
Spotted on the Bridleway between New Town and Old End 
Spring @ TL 4406 3120. 
 
Waterfall on the River Ash!! 
Brent Pelham & Meesden are on the eastern end of a long 
west to east chalk ridge that starts about 60 miles (100km) 
west as the Chilterns. Their location means that they are on 
the edge of two 
watersheds, to the north 
the water flows towards 
the headwaters of the 
River Stort which loop 
east around the end of the 
ridge, through Clavering, 
south to Bishops 
Stortford. The River Ash 
starts in Brent Pelham, 
collecting water from the 
relative high ground; it 
officially starts halfway 
between Meesden and 
Brent Pelham just a few 
hundred metres west of 
Chamberlain’s wood @ 
TL 4293 3179. For much 
of the year there is hardly 
any water flowing in the 
River Ash and it is not 
often visible above 
ground. 
However, with the 
saturated ground and 
continuing rain there may still be a chance to experience the 
rare natural phenomena of rushing water in Brent Pelham 
and one of first waterfall on the River Ash. It wouldn’t have 
been seen last year as it was such a dry winter following a 
very dry and hot summer. Quite different this year as the 
water has returned to ditches and pools and soaked into the 
parched land. The ‘waterfall’ is only 1.2 miles (2km) from its 
start which is why it is such a rarity for this ephemeral 
waterfall to appear. It can be spotted from the public 
footpath at around @TL 4336 2987 in the ‘gorge’ that the 
mighty River Ash has carved into the chalk since the last ice 
age 8000 years ago.  
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A Magnificent Achievement. Well done to Edith 
Hughes, Trevor Hughes' mother, on having recently reached 
the grand age of 99.  Many congratulations, Edith, and love 
from the villagers of Meesden! 
 
Sausage Supper - 1st February. As usual, the Meesden 
Sausage Supper was a convivial and filling start to a damp 
February.  The Village Hall was warmed by the log burning 
stove, and the meal warm and substantial.  It is always a 
friendly evening and a village effort, so thanks to Ken and 
Carol, Margaret, Kath, Chris, Jill and Cathy who all who 
helped selling tickets, laying the log fire, cooking the hot 
meal and contributing the most delicious homemade 
puddings.  A profit of £200 goes to the Church and Village 
Hall. 
 
Success in catching Meesden burglars!  The police 
report as follows: -! “In the early house of Friday 13th March 
2020 there were 2 burglaries which took place at residential 
properties in Meesden. Two Suspects were seen later that 
morning in Clavering and were detained by Hertfordshire 
police after a short foot pursuit through close-by residential 
gardens. We have reason to believe that the burglars slept 
somewhere in the local area and abandoned some items of 
clothing. If you find any such items in your outbuildings, 
please contact Leon DeBruyn at 
leon.debruyn@herts.pnn.police.uk  
 
IMPORTANT CHANGE OF DATE! Meesden Village Quiz 
- Now 18th April. In trying to work around school holiday 
dates, it has been necessary to change the date of the 
quiz.  This will now be held on Saturday 18th April 2020 in 
Meesden Village Hall, at 7pm for a 7.30 start. Tickets will be 
£10.00 per person and will include a delicious supper.  The 
quiz is always a popular event, so please contact Richard 
and Chris Crookes as soon as possible on 01279 777345 to 
book a table. 
 
Rogation Walk - 16th May A timely reminder - this 
year's Rogation Walk will be taking place on Saturday 16th 
May.  The walk affords a super opportunity to enjoy a 
ramble through some of our beautiful Hertfordshire 
countryside, walking between each of our six churches 
around the benefice.  You can walk as little or as much as 
you would like, as transport will be provided for those 
wishing to walk a shorter distance.  We will be meeting at 
Little Hormead Church, ready for a 9.30 am start. All are 
very welcome so please make a date in your diary to join 
us.  If you would like to know more, please call Trevor 
Hughes on 01279 777404. 
 
The Meesden Community Garden is preparing to 

supply annual bedding plants in 
pots, along with tomato and 
cucumber plants for when the 
weather is warmer, but for now we 
have seasoned and bagged logs for 

your fire or wood burner. As always, we only ask you leave a 
donation towards the cost of maintaining our Hall.  
 
 
 

Night Prayer in the Village Hall. Starting after Easter, 
on the Wednesday 29th April and on the last Wednesday of 
each month, there will be a short service of night prayer, 
beginning at 8.30 pm and lasting between 25-30 
minutes.  As the time and length of services on Sunday may 
not always be convenient, we thought this might provide an 
alternative.  It will be a reflective service with a period of 
quiet when we can pray ourselves, or simply enjoy God's 
presence with us.  Perhaps at the end of the day, you just 
need a few moments of peace!  Please come, even if "church" 
is not your thing.  Everyone is welcome!  For further 
information, contact Mike West, Tel. No. 777427. 
 
Environment Matters. About 4 years ago, our boiler 
broke down, leaving us in the unfortunate position of no heat 
or hot water!  Although we managed to get it repaired, we 
were warned that the boiler was obsolete and getting parts 
would be increasingly difficult, so when some months later it 
broke down again, we knew we would have to replace it.  I 
had recently been to a presentation about air source heat 
pumps, and was very impressed with the efficiency of these 
devices – about 300% more efficient than oil fired boilers, 
and per kW of heat generated, have much lower CO2 
emissions than either oil or gas boilers – so after talking to 
AOS heating engineers, and some folk who had heat pumps 
installed, we decided to go ahead with a Mitsubishi heat 
pump. The cost, which included the pump itself, the 
installation, and replacement of 5 radiators with ones with 
greater heat transfer efficiency, was considerable, but the 
government’s renewable heat incentive scheme means that 
over a 7yr period, we will get back  just over three quarters of 
the cost, paid out in quarterly instalments. The work was 
completed in just 3 days' and used our original plumbing, 
(after cleaning), which meant that there was no extensive 
replacement of pipework, or disruption to the house fabric. 
The radiators supply a constant, low level heat which reduces 
overnight, but during the day, keeps our living room at a cosy 
21oC. We have been using it for just over 2 years and have 
been delighted with it. It provides all our heating and hot 
water, even when outside temperatures have been well below 
freezing. The biggest difference is that our house is always 
warm! Doubtless we have all been concerned, if not 
downright alarmed, by the extensive flooding in parts of the 
UK recently, and such events are likely to be more common 
as climate change continues. Daily now, we are being 
encouraged to reduce our carbon footprint, so if you are 
thinking of replacing your boiler, you might like to consider a 
heat pump. Below are two websites that you might find 
useful, with more information. 
https://www.ofgem.gov.uk/environmental-
programmes/domestic  
http://researchbriefings.files.parliament.uk/documents/PO
ST-PN-0523/POST-PN-0523.pdf 
On a different aspect of the environment, when we first 
moved to Meesden, our pond became full of frogs and toads 
during the mating season round about the end of March. In 
fact we had so many tadpoles that they occasionally looked 
like black swarms in the water. However, since then the 
numbers have been declining until last year, we hardly had 
any. I am not sure why this is, but has anyone else noticed a 
similar decline? I don’t know whether it correlates with 
changing use of insecticides / pesticides on the fields, but 
whatever is causing it, the effect is dramatic, nor do I know 
how we might reverse this trend. It is particularly concerning 
because amphibian numbers are a key indicator of 
environmental health. If anyone has any ideas as to what 
may be the cause, and what we could do to mitigate it, I 
would be very interested to hear from you.   Mike West 
777427 

https://www.brentpelham-meesden-pc.org/
mailto:leon.debruyn@herts.pnn.police.uk
https://www.ofgem.gov.uk/environmental-programmes/domestic
https://www.ofgem.gov.uk/environmental-programmes/domestic
http://researchbriefings.files.parliament.uk/documents/POST-PN-0523/POST-PN-0523.pdf
http://researchbriefings.files.parliament.uk/documents/POST-PN-0523/POST-PN-0523.pdf


 
 

Fine Cabinet Makers & Fitted 
Furniture Producers 

Bespoke Joinery 
C M Joinery Ltd 

For more information log onto 
 www.thecabinetmaker.co.uk 

Telephone – 07831 543715  
or e-mail colin@thecabinetmaker.co.uk  

 
 

 

MBL DECORATING 
Painting and decorating at reasonable rates 

*Free Quotations* 
We are fully insured 

01279-427240 or mobile 07790612954  
            

ANSTEY GROVE BARN 
BED AND BREAKFAST 

 

 
 

Anstey Grove Barn is a timber barn that has 
been tastefully converted specifically to offer 
high quality Bed and Breakfast 
accommodation. It is situated away from the 
main farmhouse, and overlooks the secluded 
walled garden, which is set to lawn and 
formal herb patio and is for guests’ use only. 
The six rooms are all elegantly furnished and 
are a mixture of twin and double. The “Master 
Room” has a four poster bed, bathroom with 
freestanding roll top bath, shower and 
separate WC. 

www.ansteygrovebarn.co.uk 
contact Alice at 

enquiries@ansteygrovebarn.co.uk   01763 
848828 or 07791296060 

 

 
 

 

 R Webb’s Gardening Services 

Hedge Cutting, Grass Cutting, 
Strimming, Weeding, Pruning shrubs and 

small Trees, Fencing, and General Garden 
Maintenance. 

Fully Insured. Anstey based 

Tel: 07815 134875 01763 849636 

 

 

 

A.D & D.J Baker 
 

Mini-digger hire, Welding repairs and 
fabrication.  Mower repairs. 
Telephone: - (01763) 848719 

Mobile:  07867742250 
 
 

 

 
 

 

J.G Brickwork and Building Services 
 

All aspects of Brickwork and Building work 

undertaken. 
 

Level 3 NVQ & City & Guilds Bricklayers. 

 

Free Estimates please contact: - 

 

07557531841 / 07879053193 
 

 

 

 

07557531841 or  07879053193 

http://www.thecabinetmaker.co.uk/
mailto:colin@thecabinetmaker.co.uk
http://www.ansteygrovebarn.co.uk/
mailto:enquiries@ansteygrovebarn.co.uk


 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
Rosie Norbury Childminding 

Services 

Places available for children ages 6 

months – 2 years 

Full day care or part time hours 

Happy, fun and caring home 

environment 

Based in Braughing - 11 years 

experience 

Competitive rates, all hildcare 

vouchers  

Ofsted registered - Excellent 

references available 

01920 82256 or 07970 367074 

rosie.norbury@hotmail.co.uk 

 
 

mailto:rosie.norbury@hotmail.co.uk

