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DECEMBER 2020 to JANUARY 2021 
 

Diary of Events 
 

Date Event (unless cancelled in the meantime!) 

Dec 7th -
12th  

Yew Tree Alpacas Christmas Shop 10.30 am to 4.30 pm each 
day 

 

 
 

 

A Happy Christmas to us all and let’s 
hope that our New Year to come will see 
the back of Covid and lockdowns! 

 

Editor: Dave Oxley 2 Castle  Cottages, Anstey oxleydj@yahoo.co.uk 01763 848584 
 

Please send in your own news to: Jackie Godfrey on 01763 848732 or rjmo2@btinternet.com   (for Anstey) ; 
Martin Hugi brentpelhamnewsletter@protonmail.com (for Brent Pelham): Meesden material for the time 

being direct to the editor; and for last minute material, direct to the editor. 

The next deadline is 15th January 2021 
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Cherry Blossom Time in Japan – some colours to cheer us up through the winter months and 
a link (press Ctrl plus click on the link below) to a few minutes of blossom magic: - 
https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=japanese+bloosom+video&view=detail&mid=80C41C3B32A77FEA
C9B780C41C3B32A77FEAC9B7&FORM=VIRE 

 

 

 
 

THE EDITORSHIP OF THIS NEWSLETTER. As announced earlier the current editors are standing 
down and this edition is their last. We are so grateful to Dave Oxley, of Castle Cottages, Anstey, for 
taking over and ensuring the survival of the Newsletter, and we wish him well for the future. 
 
A VERY SAD LOSS. You will no doubt have heard the news that Margaret Beach, who acted as the 
Meesden local editor and correspondent for this newsletter (among many other village roles) sadly died 
on the 26th October. She will be really missed by so many and our sincere condolences go to husband 
Stephen and daughters Heather and Wendy and all the rest of her family and to her many friends. 
Her daughter Heather Beach writes: - Margaret Joan Beach. 2 May 1943 – 26 October 2020. 
Margaret was known to family and friends as “the Moth” (and our father Stephen as “the Foth”).  
Born to Molly and Will on 2 May 1943 in London, her dad driving trucks in the war, she didn’t meet him 
until she was already 2 years old.  Tears flowed when she said shortly after he came home, “I buvs oo 
daddy”.  
When Moth was only 8 years old Will was diagnosed with what was then called bulbar paralysis – which 
we now know as Motor Neurone Disease – and was given only a year to live.  In fact he lived for another 
30 years albeit quite disabled and in a wheelchair.   A happier family though you could not find and this 
she sought to emulate in her own life - and completely succeeded.  
Moth was brilliant with small children and wanted to be a teacher.  However, her parents could not afford 
to send her to college and so she became a secretary at the iron and steel board. A nervous girl who could 
not bear to get it wrong, she spent a lot of time worrying about where she was going to hang her coat 
when she got there.   But it was at the Iron and Steel board that she met Stephen – when he took her to 
a company do at the Dorchester. He said he decided then and there that he wanted to marry her.  He had 
an uphill struggle because as son of divorced parents he not only had to contend with Moth’s concerns 
about his “less than suitable” background but also with those of her sister Eileen who made life quite 

https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=japanese+bloosom+video&view=detail&mid=80C41C3B32A77FEAC9B780C41C3B32A77FEAC9B7&FORM=VIRE
https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=japanese+bloosom+video&view=detail&mid=80C41C3B32A77FEAC9B780C41C3B32A77FEAC9B7&FORM=VIRE


difficult until he had proved himself!  Having got himself into the family, Foth never stopped telling 
everyone that meeting and marrying the Moth was the most amazing miracle in his life and being part of 
that wonderful family turned his life around. 
Moth was quite traditional and once she married wanted to give up her job. On the day she returned 
from her honeymoon she put in her diary “my first day as a real housewife”. She loved looking after my 
dad on his return from work and then quickly had her daughters Heather and Wendy.  The great tragedy 
of her life was that she wanted 4 children but had to contend with only being able to have 2. She took a 
few years to come to terms with it, but eventually appreciated what she had, especially when her three 
grandchildren Maria, George and Rosie came along.  As Heather and Wendy grew up, she helped out 
with various committees and then finally for a few years managed to work as a teaching assistant in a 
private school which she loved.   
Moth loved the countryside and in spite of having been born in London and raised her children in 
Sittingbourne in Kent, she was finally rewarded in their move to Meesden 16 years ago to their lovely 
house in this village they loved so much. 
She was so delighted when Wendy and her husband Richard offered to help them find somewhere to live 
near them in Anstey and as soon as they found the house in Meesden they fell in love with it. Moth 
watched Maria and George growing up from very small with mutual support for babysitting, shopping, 
gardening. When Heather moved to Australia for three years, she was so happy to get a chance to go over 
and see her and new-born Rosie as well as to see her cousin in New Zealand.   
Moth was very happy here in Meesden, helping with local initiatives such as the mowing committee, the 
parish council, cleaning the church, visiting the elderly, the village magazine, sausage suppers and she 
made some great friends here. She loved being in the countryside so much and having Wendy, Richard, 
Maria and George so very close by meant that they could have surprise trips to the seaside, lunches out, 
trips to the garden centre or just be together.  She and Foth also loved holidays every year with Heather 
and Rosie – they even managed to get one in during the pandemic to a lodge overlooking the sea near 
Lowestoft.  She loved nothing better than having her family around her which included her sister Eileen, 
husband Richard and their three sons – Russell, Adrian and Kevin and their wives and children.   
Most of all however, she loved her husband Stephen - he will be absolutely bereft without her. Please do 
pop in and see him – he may be a little confused these days, but he loves company.  
Moth will be remembered for her kindness and love, for her ability to brighten every room she went in 
to, for the great example she set of generosity, contentment and service to all she met. 
 
GOOD NEIGHBOURS SCHEME. This is under review, as most of our volunteers are having to be 
careful, and social distancing is not that easy in a car. Please however do make use of the help schemes, 
such as AnsteyLink, that have been set up in all our villages.  
 
There has been an amazing response to the Harvest time request for donations of items for local 
food banks. The list so far is: - 
Toiletries - 2 large boxes + a normal-sized box - masses of toiletries, washing-up liquid, hand sanitiser, 

loo rolls. Soup x 50 tins plus one large pack dried soup mix. Fish x 43 
tins. Baked beans x c38 tins (a few smaller/larger, most standard 
size). Tinned tomatoes x c35 tins (plus one largish tin tomato paste 
and one huge tin of tomatoes). Meat x 25 tins. Tinned veg x 23. Tinned 
fruit x 22. Pulses x 16 tins + 1 pouch +1 dried. Rice 13 bags (inc 2 
risotto) + 4 pouches. 
Penne type pasta x 19 packets. Spaghetti and linguine x 10 packets. 
Lasagna x 2 boxes. Gnocchi x 1 packet. Orzo x 1 packet. Passata x 13 
cartons. Dolmio etc 5 jars. Oil x 3 bottles (2 very large). Box misc. 
sauces plus gluten-free spaghetti. 1 mixed box (2 mustard, 1 marmite, 
1 salsa, 2 pesto, 1 chutes, 1 gravy granules 1 salad cream, 2 x stock 
cubes, 1 oregano, 1 burger sauce, 1 live bacteria nutritional tabs, 2 soy 
sauce). UHT milk x 12. Teabags x 10 packets. Coffee 6 jars + 1 fresh + 
2 decaf. Hot chocolate x 4. Juice x 3 (1 tomato). Cereals: 2 corn flakes, 
2 coco pops, 1 Shreddies, 1 Cheerios, 48-pack + 24-pack Weetabix, 2 
porridge, 2 muesli, 1 box choc nut pillows (Free From), 4 x boxes of 
cereal bars. Many Packets of crisps. Puddings bag 4 Christmas puds, 
4 mincemeat, 2 custard, 2 + 2 ready and packet jelly, 2 steamed puds, 

6 ‘pud in a mug’ type sachets, 1 pack rice pudding. Biscuits. Jams, honey and sugar - 8 items. Chocolate 



and sweets. 2 bags baby stuff (nappies, milk and food). Big bag dog foods. Big bag cat foods, Plus one 
cheque for the Buntingford Food bank! 
PLEASE continue to be so generous as we come up to Christmas, and put your gifts aside until 
notification comes round as to when it will be OK to leave them in our church porches without the risk 
of their being stolen. 
 
A wonderful Remembrance Sunday service was held outside Anstey church (moved from Wyddial 
whose war memorial is inside) on the 8th November, and taken by the Rev James Sawyer whose voice 

rang out splendidly among the trees as they dropped their autumn leaves. A sunny day completed the 
picture. The bugle was played beautifully by Raffie Phipps form Great Hormead. 
 
Garden & DIY Equipment A reminder that we have equipment that is available for people to borrow. 
For full details of the equipment visit https://www.brentpelham-meesden-pc.org/ and check out the 
Loan DIY Equipment tab. Please do let us know if you have equipment that we can add to this list.  
  

Jan Pledger writes: - “As many of the local Christmas fairs are not going 
to take place this year I shall be selling homemade, decorated and scented 
candles from Woodside Cottage in Anstey. Call me at any time if you want 
to come round and look and hopefully purchase a lovely gift for friend or 
family. Social distancing and Covid rules will be adhered to. Contact me 
on 07850 097673.” 

 
 
Plant Sales. Elaine and Andrew McNeile write: - At the end of September, with gift aid, we had raised 
£2000 from selling our home-grown plants outside Alma Cottage, Half has gone to NHS charities and 
half to St Marys Church Meesden. We think you will agree that’s a wonderful amount that will help so 
much in these difficult times. Thank you all for your support and also returning your empty pots so that 
we can do this. May your plants continue to bring you joy year after year. We have started to buy bags of 
compost and planting Spring bulbs and plants for next year, and to dream of all things bright and 
beautiful to look forward to in our gardens. Let us hope and pray Covid is under control by then and that 
everyone can have a much better year. So stay well and focussed, keep gardening and look forward to 
those first green shoots of Spring. 
 
There has been a spate of break-ins in and around Anstey recently, where people have lost 
valuable garden tools etc from their outhouses, so please be careful to ensure your sheds are securely 
fastened.  
 
POO BAGS! Apologies for bringing up an unpleasant subject but would dog-walkers PLEASE 
remember to take something to clear up after their dog and deposit “it” in a bin. It’s such a pity to spoil 
our lovely walks having to look downwards all the time to avoid stepping into “it.” 
 

https://www.brentpelham-meesden-pc.org/


With Christmas just around the corner we are thinking of calling friends and family but not, we suspect, 
from a red telephone box. 
In 1924 the Royal Fine Art Commission invited three architects 
to submit designs for new telephone kiosks. The winner was Sir 
Giles Gilbert Scott who also designed Liverpool Cathedral 
where he is buried. Scott was at the time a trustee of Sir John 
Soane’s Museum and he topped his kiosk with a dome similar 
to that on the mausoleum Soane had designed for himself. It 
was produced in cast iron as GPO model K2, replacing the K1 
concrete kiosk. 
Later designs had a similar appearance. The most common, the 
somewhat smaller K6, was introduced for King George V’s 
silver jubilee in 1935. 
The colour red was chosen to make them easy to spot, although 
Scott had suggested silver. These robust and iconic survivors of 
the 20th century, found in almost every town and village, are 
worth preserving.  
Most red phone boxes have now been decommissioned 
although a few, like the one in Anstey, still operate as a pay 
phone. Many villages have used the box to house a defibrillator; 
others have inventively turned them into informal book 
exchanges and information points. Some villages have been even more imaginative: the box in Standon 
(shown)has been transformed into a greenhouse full of colourful plants.  
 

 
The retiring editors have happy memories of their stint at the helm from August 2007 onwards, and would like 
to republish a few snippets from past editions: - 
 

2008 
 
FOUND!  The very friendly white tom cat who went missing from his home at Woodside Cottage, Payne’s 
End, is obviously a keen reader of this newsletter. He went home to Tony and Jan Pledger within 24 hours of 
the publication of the last edition! 

 

2010 
The Night the Plane fell from the Sky.  Friday 9th April had been a pleasant day when, at about 7.00 pm, 
a quiet evening turned into something a little more exciting.  
We had heard a small plane flying overhead but thought that the changing engine noises were run of the mill, 
and just looked up to see if it was anything out of the ordinary flying over. A few minutes later we could see a 
strange object in one of the fields behind our house, and a look through the binoculars confirmed that a small 
light aircraft had come down (the same one that we had been watching). We were worried in case the pilot 
had been hurt, so we drove straight over to see if assistance was required.  
The plane had had to make an emergency landing in the field after losing power to the engine.  Luckily, the 
pilot was not hurt but he knew that his girlfriend was waiting for him at the airstrip in Nuthampstead, and 
had probably seen his plane go down.  I took him to the airstrip to collect his girlfriend and then on to Ian 
Welch to explain that there was more than pigeons and crows on his field!  
Dave Cross, Elm Cottages. 
 
 

2011 
Royal Wedding Tea Party.  On the 29th April the whole village gathered in Brent Pelham Village Hall to 
celebrate the marriage of Prince William and Catherine Middleton. The atmosphere was great with trays of 
sweet and savoury foods all around the tables with blue, white and red little flowers in jam jars! Around 5 pm 
Animal Experience arrived with their collection of exotic animals including an iguana, two meerkats, an 
extremely long yellow boa constrictor, a hedgehog, a scorpion, a tarantula, a chameleon and a chinchilla. The 
children from the village all had a lovely time holding and stroking unique creatures not seen in everyday life 
and all the parents seem to stand back trying not to get bitten, even though all the animals were harmless! It 
was an excellent turn-out and to see the whole village come together for such a British event was brilliant.  
Sue, Lizzie and Kerry would like to thank everyone who helped and to everyone who made it such a fabulous 
event! 
 
 
 



MACBETH  PRINCE OF DENMARK at Brent Pelham Village Hall  
 

 
 
2012 

 
 
Rarely does it fall to any of us to say “My house was swallowed by a balloon.”, but that 
is precisely the fate that befell Alison Lambie on the 13th September. Cargreen Cottage 
was a haven of peace and quiet until some intrepid aviators – no doubt intending 
something completely different – so managed their huge machine as to envelop the 
cottage in a gigantic red sachet, as can be seen in the picture. Eventually order was 
restored but there was no soothing champagne to restore Mrs Lambie’s equilibrium; 
the occupants of the basket had, it seems, already finished the supply of bubbly – 
perhaps that’s why they got there in the first place.  

 
 
2013 
 
Meesden Villagers send a huge vote of thanks to 
Ken Newstead for all the hard work he has put in 
during the last few months.  He has nursed our BT 
Telephone Box Defibrillator Scheme right through 
from its inception to its full working order.  He was 
interviewed on Three Counties Radio at the end of 
August and gave a very good account of how the 
defibrillator venture had come to fruition.   Ken’s 
tenacity and dedication in leading the efforts needed 
to set up this potentially life-saving equipment are 
something for which Meesden will be eternally 
grateful!  Even if the defibrillator is never used, it is a 
comfort to know it is there if needed!  
 



 

2014 
 
BIG BIRD SETS TWITTER ALIGHT. It started with a tweet from Hertfordshire Police, an emu on the 
loose in Brent Pelham – could it possibly be true? Incredulous social media fans enthusiastically shared the 
news and yes indeed it was true – well almost, the big bird in question was in fact an escaped rhea, a large 
flightless bird not dissimilar to an ostrich. Hailing from close to the appropriately named Starlings Green, the 

three year old female bird, which can run at up to 45 miles 
an hour, was still on the loose at the time of writing. Its 
worried owner explained that the nameless rhea is one of 
several kept to keep grass and weeds down. Gentle and 
harmless the birds are unfortunately impossible to herd 
and can only be caught by encouraging them into a 
confined space with dog biscuits making the ideal tempting 
treat. Should you see the rhea please let Jane know on 
07866 504476 so she can inform the owner. 
 
Two months later : - 
Your assistant editor was very distressed to hear of the 
untimely demise of her fellow South American bird.  She 
was no more of a road hazard than the deer are, let alone a 
danger to man or beast.  Rheas are harmless creatures and 
very shy – the sight of a human is enough to make them run 
several miles. [The rhea had been shot in the meantime.] 
 

2015 
 
A Successful Quiz Night was held on Saturday March 21st in the Village 
Hall, organized by Miro and run by Dave Bromage. There was a good 
turnout and much fun had by all as can be seen from the attached photo!   
Around 50 folk attended and almost £400 was raised. Team Lacey were 
impressive in first place.  A cake was presented to Richard Sumner on the 
occasion of his birthday – which one will remain a secret! 
 
 
 
2017    
 

          
 

All the thrills of the Country Fair at Brent Pelham  
 

 



2018 
 

Jazz at Coltsfoot. Thursday the 12th July was a special day for local jazz lovers. Simon and Liz Bagnell 
are frequent visitors to, and fans of, the city of New Orleans and the wonderful music it produces, and were 
able to persuade a friend they have made there, Evan Christopher, very possibly the finest jazz clarinet 

soloist in the world, to come and play at Coltsfoot Barns. Accompanied by The Dime Notes, an established and 
esteemed British group of four specialising in early pre-swing jazz (King Oliver, Jelly Roll Morton, Sidney 
Bechet and the like) Evan enthralled and delighted an audience who could scarcely believe they were listening 
in a barn in East Herts to the sort of sound normally heard in the big city concert halls.  The music was packed 
with “blues” pathos and infectious rhythm, and was, frankly, spell-binding. Let’s hope this part of the world 
can be happy enough to enjoy a repeat in the future! 
 

All now part of our villages’ history, and more exciting stuff to follow with the new editor. 
 

  

   
 



 
Khandel Light Advent Appeal 2020 - Virgin Money Giving  
This year the lives of people all over the world have changed. This year people fell ill. This 
year people lost jobs. This year people couldn’t afford food. This year people didn’t have 
enough clean water. This year in Rajasthan was hard. So this Christmas we’re asking you to 
spare the luxury of Advent Calendars and Christmas Cards and donate to families who 
urgently need your support. 
At Khandel Light, we’ve been working extra hard to continue providing clean water for 400 
families, to give educational bursaries to over 100 students, to supply women with the 
sanitary products they need, all while sticking to the COVID-19 guidelines in India. But we 
have done more than just that. Those people who were living daily paycheck to paycheck 
have lost their jobs due to the pandemic and could no longer feed their families. We’ve been 
able to step in and provide essential food items to families throughout the Rajasthan 
region. This all comes at a cost. Fundraising in 2020 has been near impossible for small 
charities like ours. And yet these crises continue, and we must support communities globally. 
So, with more going out than is currently coming in, Rajasthani families and communities 
need your help more than ever. 
So, this Christmas, we’re asking you to donate the cost of a Christmas luxury - maybe your 
advent calendar or your Christmas Cards - to Khandel Light to keep this vital work going into 
2021. Please donate whatever you can at: 
www.virginmoneygiving.com/adventappeal 
And if you’re wondering what to send your family and friends instead we’ve created a 
downloadable Christmas Card - available here - that you can send virtually, or head to our 
Facebook and Instagram pages for our very own Khandel Light Advent Calendar. Please help 
us to continue helping communities in Rajasthan. Thank you. 

 
 
 

 
www.ansteyvillage.co.uk 

 

 

 
A very warm welcome to new arrivals to our village 
of Anstey, Anthony and Alex Howes 
and their two sons Charlie (9) and Harry (7), 
who have moved into Well Cottage. We 
hope you will have many happy years here.  
 
Greetings from Anstey Chapel!  
 The Chapel remains open daily, during daylight 
hours, for anyone who would like to spend time in 
peace and quiet or for what the government 
guidelines call private prayers. The Chapel is a 
great place to come, rest and pray.  You can even 
leave a prayer request in the box provided and it 
will be a pleasure and a privilege to pray for these 
requests.   
As yet, the squirrels haven’t managed to dig up all 
of the 120 daffodil bulbs planted along the Chapel’s 
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roadside bank.  We shall just have to wait until 
Spring to see exactly how many bulbs have been 
spared.    
Autumn has nearly gone, and winter is nearly 
here.  It’s the season for caring for the vulnerable 
and at risk and even more so now Covid 19 is 
here. If you know of anybody who is in need- 
materially or suffering spiritually/emotionally or 
lonely please do contact me, Pastor Ian or my wife 
Lynn-Marie, we will do our very best to help.   
Looking back to our socially distanced Harvest 
festival service on 11th October, it proved to be a  

wonderful time of family togetherness and 
produced a beautiful display of donated food (see 
photo) which we were then able to give away to 
families from Anstey and surrounding area.  A big 
Thank you to all those who kindly gave donations.  
Government guidelines permitting, we will 
hopefully be having our Carols by Candlelight 
Service on Sunday 13th December at 4pm – One 
hour of wonderful Carols, celebration, and, if 
allowed, mince pies.  That’s our aim.  Updates will 

be provided nearer the time.        
 
The Lord is my Shepherd, I shall not be in want. 

He makes me lie down in green pastures, 
He leads me beside quiet waters, He restores my 

soul. 
He guides me in paths of righteousness for His 

Name’s sake. 
Even though I walk through the valley of the 

shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for You are 
with me; Your rod and Your staff, they comfort 

me. 
You prepare a table before me in the presence of 
my enemies.  You anoint my head with oil; my 

cup overflows. 
Surely goodness and love will follow me all the 
days of my life, and I will dwell in the house of 

The Lord forever. 

When all else fails and nothing seems to go right 
for us, ask The Lord to be our Shepherd.  He loves 
us. God bless, Ian. 
 
ANSTEY DEFIBRILLATOR. A reminder that 
the Anstey defibrillator is located outside The 
Blind Fiddler, just to the left of the entrance porch. 
The code to open the cabinet is 3456. 

 
 

 
 
The magnificent trees at the edge of St George’s 
churchyard show off their autumn colours. 



 

   
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
Fine Cabinet Makers & Fitted 

Furniture Producers 
Bespoke Joinery 
C M Joinery Ltd 

For more information log onto 
 www.thecabinetmaker.co.uk 

Telephone – 07831 543715  
or e-mail colin@thecabinetmaker.co.uk  

 
 

 

 

 

 
Helping Hands - Domestic 

services 
Local references available. 

Need help with your busy schedule? 

We can help you with: 

     *Housekeeping 

      (spring clean, general clean, 

washing, ironing etc) 

     *Carpet cleaning 

     *End of tenancy cleaning 

     *Party hosting assistance 

     *Baby sitting 

     *Dog walking 

Please contact for details, advice 

and a free quote. 

Bettina Kovacs  07518928871 

kovacsbettina@hotmail.co.uk 
 
 

http://www.thecabinetmaker.co.uk/
mailto:colin@thecabinetmaker.co.uk
mailto:kovacsbettina@hotmail.co.uk


 
 

 

MBL DECORATING 

Painting and decorating at 
reasonable rates 

*Free Quotations* 
We are fully insured 

01279-427240 or mobile 
07790612954  
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Thank you - Village ‘tidy up’  
Village Tidy up takes place every year, a week or 
two, before Armistice day, which is also often after 
the bulk of the autumn debris has collected. 
A huge thank you to all those who spared two 
hours on the stormy morning of Saturday 31st 

October.  We concentrated on the area around the 
War Memorial, the entrance to the Church, the 
Church Yard and the Village Hall. Between 25-30 
villagers joined forces for the annual spruce up, 
and despite the weather everyone was overjoyed to 
be out together (socially distanced, of course) and 
seeing each other. In a year of cancelled events it 
felt special. 
 
Two tractor trailer loads of leaves, branches and 
debris was collected, which was a fantastic result 
given all the chatting, laughter and smiles that 

were in evidence. Special thanks go to Beth for 
sorting out the tea, coffee, cake and biscuits from 
the village hall, and to Ted for providing the tractor 
and trailer. 
 
Welcome to the village 
Welcome to Andrew & Tracy Sparks who have 
recently moved into Stocks View, opposite the 
church. 
Welcome to Lee, Samantha, Oliver and 
Emmie Anderson who have recently moved into 
Southview, Brent Pelham. 
We hope that you will all be happy in your new 
homes. 
 
Brent Pelham Christmas Fair - Cancelled 
Unfortunately, there is no Christmas Fair this year. 
It was decided to cancel due to the COVID-19 
pandemic and the uncertainty around the rules 

https://www.brentpelham-meesden-pc.org/


 
and regulations, and of course to keep everyone 
safe. 
It may be that relatively last minute some sort of 
Christmas gathering could take place outside 
safely, and this is likely to be in co-ordination with 
the church. Keep an eye on the website 
https://brentpelhamchristmas.com/ for details 
nearer the time. Details will also be shared 
through the usual notification methods to try to 
reach as many people as possible. 
However… 
Brent Pelham Christmas – Village Advent 
Calendar 
We are doing things a little differently this year. 
This year instead of the fair we are doing our own 
advent village!  
The idea is simple, we are looking for 24 volunteer 
houses to sign up for a number on the advent 
calendar and decorate a window, or space, that is 
visible from the road on that day. We will post the 
image of the advent on this website. Over the 
month each day will bring a new decoration to the 
village so that we can join together to share the 
advent. 
If you want to join in then contact Katey at 
ecotreecare.katey@gmail.com or see the Brent 
Pelham Christmas website 
https://brentpelhamchristmas.com/ for more 
details 
 
Brent Pelham Hall Open Gardens – 5th & 
6th June - Save the Date! 
We are hoping to have Open Gardens again next 
summer and look forward to welcoming lots of 

visitors. 5th & 6th June from 2 -5pm. 
 
Pilates continues on Zoom 
Pilates continues on Zoom, at 7pm Monday night, 
for 40 minutes. 6pm on Thursday night. The cost 
is £3.50 a session if anyone is interested please 
email Becky at rebecca.ashman@hotmail.co.uk or 
Hazel at hazelnorris@icloud.com or telephone 

777316. 
 
Flooding outside the Black Horse - An 
Update from Kate Hinch on Highways 
20th Oct 
The recent road closures and flooding have 
affected all of us. Thank you to all those who have 
sent pictures and comments regarding these 
issues; it is very much appreciated. 
The Parish Council is trying to resolve the issues 
we face but the correspondence we have had with 
the local agent of Ringway have not proved 
successful.  Below is just one of the emails that 
have been sent and the reply we received.   
Good afternoon, James,  

We held a meeting of the Parish Council last week and 
some issues regarding the Highways arose.  
1.  We had some correspondence with you last year 
regarding the road closure in Great Hormead and the 
lack of information prior to the event.  Are we to 
understand that there has been a change in the 
regulations as in her email to our Clerk of 10th 
September, Charlotte Gynn noted that "residents and 
businesses affected by the closure will receive, a 
minimum of two weeks before the closure, a letter 
stating the exact date and times the closure will be in 
place."  That being the case, it is interesting that Pump 
Hill had a road closure within the next two days which 
we knew nothing about. Can we be assured that, in 
future, we will be informed of road closures for 
whatever reason?  In an emergency situation a notice 
could be displayed giving information of the reason for 
the closure.  
2.  In my email to you of 27th April 2017 it was 
confirmed that the drains on the stretch of road outside 
Laundry Cottage, Brent Pelham, would require not 
only cleaning by the gulcher but also for the pipes 
between the gullies to be cleaned.  So far, 
more than three years on, no action has been taken. 
When can we expect this work to be done?  
3.  The drain between Bridge Cottage and The Old 
School House (TOSH) is blocked.  The owner of TOSH 
has, in the past, always cleared this drain to protect his 
property.  This cannot be done now as the contents of 
the drain are compacted. This was notified to Herts 
Highways on 31st August ref. 401001433609.  So far 
no action has been taken and, predictably, the drain 
has failed again. When can we expect the drain to be 
cleared?  In the immediate short term, as this is sited 
on a dangerous bend, could there not be “Flood" 
warning signs?   
4.  The Parish Council again discussed the issue of the 
traffic passing outside Church Cottage in Conduit 
Lane.  I noted that I had spoken to you, and the Safety 
Officer, about painting white lines either side of the 
road as a visual reminder the road is 
narrowing, similar to that which is in Furneux 
Pelham.  However, I could not remember the 
justification for not taking this course of action 
(especially as it seems a simple solution to me!).  Please 
would you remind me?  
5.  Finally, when local residents were clearing the road 
to Anstey in the summer, they discovered that there 
was a substantial amount of tarmac road under the 
banks and verges either side.  This led to a discussion 
on the width of the road - particularly when it is used 
as an alternative route - and who should be responsible 
for maintaining the verges to ensure the integrity of 
the road.  Please would you comment on this?  
Given the workload you have it is to be hoped that 
Covid-19 has caused too much disruption to the work 
of Highways.  
Best wishes, Kate Hinch 
 

Response:  
 

https://brentpelhamchristmas.com/
mailto:ecotreecare.katey@gmail.com
https://brentpelhamchristmas.com/
mailto:hazelnorris@icloud.com


 
Hi Kate, Thank you for the email and please see my 
responses below:  
I note this is being dealt with by HCCs Network 
Management Team.  
I only have control over closures I have ordered 
myself whereas this appears to be utility works. 
For your information, letters are only sent to residents 
who live directly on that road being closed.  All other 
road users should be notified by notice boards erected 
on site two weeks before works commence. 
These works are still in the pipeline however with 
significant flooding witnessed across the county over 
the last couple of years we have had to prioritise our 
sites starting with internal property flooding and 
where flooding is impeding traffic.  As these gullies 
are on a hill and not directly resulting in property 
flooding, we have had to delay this scheme.   
Please let me know if this information is incorrect and 
we will re-assess. 
As mentioned earlier I will arrange for site to be 
inspected and update you accordingly. 
I will ask Rosemary to update you who was also in 
attendance. 
Carriageway siding out/verge maintenance would be 
the highways service responsibility to maintain, 
however this falls as a low priority under our Defect 
Management Approach (DMA) therefore we currently 
do not have any plans to undertake this work.  
Kind Regards,  
James Vine (District Service Agent), County Hall, 
Pegs Lane, Hertford SG13 8DQ 
 

26th Oct 
Having had a meeting with Jeff Jones, District 
Councillor, and James Vine regarding the flooding 
outside the Black Horse the situation was 
remedied the following day.  
The Parish Council will continue to pursue other 
outstanding issues. 
Thank you. Kate Hinch 
 

 

ANSTEY GROVE BARN 
BED AND BREAKFAST 

 

 
 

Anstey Grove Barn is a timber barn that has 
been tastefully converted specifically to offer 
high quality Bed and Breakfast 
accommodation. It is situated away from the 
main farmhouse, and overlooks the secluded 
walled garden, which is set to lawn and formal 
herb patio and is for guests’ use only. The six 
rooms are all elegantly furnished and are a 
mixture of twin and double. The “Master 
Room” has a four poster bed, bathroom with 
freestanding roll top bath, shower and 
separate WC. 

www.ansteygrovebarn.co.uk 
contact Alice at 

enquiries@ansteygrovebarn.co.uk   01763 
848828 or 07791296060 

 
 

 R Webb’s Gardening Services 

Hedge Cutting, Grass Cutting, 
Strimming, Weeding, Pruning shrubs and 

small Trees, Fencing, and General Garden 
Maintenance. 

Fully Insured. Anstey based 

Tel: 07815 134875 01763 849636 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Rosie Norbury Childminding Services 

Places available for children ages 6 months – 2 

years 

Full day care or part time hours 

Happy, fun and caring home environment 

Based in Braughing - 11 years experience 

Competitive rates, all childcare vouchers  

Ofsted registered - Excellent references 

available 

01920 82256 or 07970 367074 

rosie.norbury@hotmail.co.uk 

http://www.ansteygrovebarn.co.uk/
mailto:enquiries@ansteygrovebarn.co.uk
mailto:rosie.norbury@hotmail.co.uk


 

 

 
 

 

PAUL ABRAHAMS 
LANDSCAPES 

GARDEN & LANDSCAPE 
CONTRACTORS 

Garden design, construction & maintenance 
Lawn mowing, Hedge Trimming 

Tree Surgery, Painting (interior & exterior) 
Fencing & Driveways 

Many other services available 
For Free estimate: (01799) 543998 

Mobile:  07974 051468 
 

 

 

 

 

 

PEST CONTROL 
 

Local pest control technician, 
cheap rates,   

mice, rats, wasps etc - most pests covered, 
                 BPCA qualified 

01279 778049 – mobile 07923580360 

 

 

 

A.D & D.J Baker 
 

Mini-digger hire, Welding repairs and fabrication.  
Mower repairs. 

Telephone: - (01763) 848719 
Mobile:  07867742250 

 
 

 

 

 
If you could choose your memories, 

would you: 
 

Choose small, friendly classes  
in a small, friendly school? 

 
Choose an excellent pupil teacher ratio with  

experienced, high quality staff? 
 

Choose strong links to a village community?  

Give your child memories to last a 

lifetime 

 

Choose ANSTEY FIRST SCHOOL 

Contact 01763 848346 today 
 

 

 



 

 
https://www.brentpelham-meesden-pc.org/ 
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This section will be somewhat smaller than 
before, due to the tragic death of Margaret 
Beach. We hope a new Meesden local editor and 
correspondent will be appointed soon. 
 
Mike West writes: -On the 18th November we said 
a sad “Goodbye” to Margaret Beach. She was a 
warm and friendly lady; always positive and 
always cheerful. With her friendly, outgoing 
nature and her willingness to get involved in 
village events, she quietly contributed a huge 
amount to Meesden village life. Her puddings 
produced for Sausage suppers and Quiz nights 
have a legendary status. She also sought and 
collated articles of news from Meesden for the 
village news sheet – at times a thankless task! – 
and regularly worshipped at Meesden church, 
where she always expressed her gratitude for the 
service. She was a great lady and a community 
maker. She will be greatly missed. 

 
Community Garden   A windfall of apples this 

year, probably the 
best has helped 
boost our donation 
to the NHS. So far 
this year you have 

donated around £180 
which with the added 
benefit of Gift Aid means 
we have already raised 
over £215 for the NHS. 
Thank you everyone that 
has bought any apples. There are still plenty left. 

 
 

Our Community 
veg patch is now 
desolate, now 
waiting for the 
warmer weather 
next year. 
However, the 
lower bed behind 
the Village Hall is 
still providing plenty of colour. 
 
Logs 
Anyone in need of 
a small quantity of 
logs to burn in 
their home this 
winter will find 
some bagged logs 
next to our Village 
Hall. All we ask is 
you leave a 
donation towards 
the running cost of 
our Village Hall 
and return the 
bags for reuse 
wherever possible. Thank you. 

 

 

See next page 

https://www.brentpelham-meesden-pc.org/


 
 

Penny Wylie writes: - A big thank you to all 
villagers who supported Yew Tree Alpacas Early 
Bird shop on 31st October. The weather wasn’t 
kind, but our customers certainly were, and we 
ended up having one of our best ever sales days 
at Yew Tree.  
Unfortunately, none of the Christmas fairs we 
booked are going ahead this November due to 
lockdown 2 but if the government guidelines 
are relaxed as planned, we hope our Christmas 
shop can still go ahead in early 
December.  Please do pop in during the week if 
you can, complimentary tea and coffee, as well 
as a chance to buy your Christmas presents 
without putting in the miles. If you haven’t seen 
the Yew Tree babies class 2020, including 
orphan Yogi, the little ones will be grazing with 
their mums next to the shop and seating area. 
Mon 7th – Sat 12th December 10.30-
4.30pm each day (Covid permitting, masks 
required for inside areas). Many thanks, Penny 
01763 848257 
 

HouseMartin 
Painting and Decorating Services 

All interior and exterior work 
undertaken 

Free estimates 
01763 848675 / 07787 544688 

housemartinpd@aol.com 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

MARK COWLER 

Building Contractor 
 

All types of building work undertaken 

 
For free estimates please call; 

01763 848545 / 07815 798202 
cowlerm@hotmail.co.uk 

References available on request 

mailto:housemartinpd@aol.com
mailto:cowlerm@hotmail.co.uk


 

 
 

 

 

HOWE ENGINEERING - LOCAL 

FAMILY RUN  GARAGE 

BUSINESS WITH GOOD 

SERVICE 
Saab & Land Rover Specialists - ALL 

OTHER MAKES WELCOME 

• MOT testing • Power Upgrades • Servicing 

• Tyres • Diagnostics  

      • Air Conditioning • Gas Conversions • 

FREE Courtesy Cars Available 

HOWE R E N T A L S LTD:  

For all your Van and Car Rentals, SWB, 

MWB, LWB Vans, Luton Taillifts,  

. Small & Medium sized Cars. 1 day up to 3 

year hire. 

Stones Cross, Hare Street, Nr. Buntingford, Herts 
SG9 ODY Tel: 01763 289 521 Fax: 01763 289 782 

e-mail:  enquiries@howe-engineering.co.uk     
www.howe-engineering.co.uk 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

REDTAIL PEST CONTROL 

For All Your Pest Control Needs 
All Pest Species Dealt With 

BPCA (1&2) Qualified 

LONDON TRAINED 

Member of the NPTA 

Very Reasonable Prices 

CRB checked 

Contact  

JAMES ROSE 

TEL: 08458371744 
MOB: 07807429843 

www.redtailpestcontrol.com 

email   red.tail.1st@gmail.com 
 

 

 
 

 

http://www.howe-engineering.co.uk/
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